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Teacher:  Gregory Lyons  

Phone:  (925)938-0900 ext. 2111  Office Hours:  Mon., Tue., Thu., 3:15pm to 4:00pm 

Email Address:  lyonsg@mdusd.org 

Room:  63 

 

In PreCalculus Honors, we will study the topics of mathematics that are a prerequisite for 

Calculus.  We will study the precise language of mathematics.  We will review many of the functions that 

you studied in Algebra II/Trig, but will go into greater depth of understanding and application.  We will 

begin with a major focus on functions, their graphs and applications using them.  Included will be linear, 

quadratic, polynomial, rational, exponential and logarithmic functions.  The next major unit will be 

trigonometry, both graphic and analytic.  In discrete mathematics we will explore vectors, analytic 

geometry (conic sections), systems of equations and inequalities, sequences, series, and probability.  The 

emphasis on all will be on applications in the real world.  We will end the year with an introduction of 

Calculus through limits. 

This syllabus outlines the rules and procedures for our class.  Please read this syllabus and let me 

know if you have any questions or concerns.  I have included my email address and phone number at the 

top of the syllabus.  I will also be available during scheduled office hours.  I look forward to sharing my 

passion for mathematics and for learning with you. 

Class Materials 

We will spend the majority of the year using graphing calculators.  If you do not already have 

one, I suggest you purchase a TI-83 or TI-84 calculator.  The use of the technology will allow us to really 

understand the nature of these functions by examining and exploring hypotheses about the behavior of the 

graphs as well as enable us to go beyond contrived problems by exploring realistic and interesting real 

world problems. 

 

 PreCalculus textbook 

 Lined paper and graph paper (3 hole 

punched) 

 Pencils with erasers 

 Colored pencils 

 Eraser 

 Ruler 

 Black/blue expo pen 

 Graphing Calculator

Classroom Rules 

Please respect my right to teach and each student’s right to learn.  Class expectations include, but 

are not limited to: 

1. Follow instructions 

2. Be on time 

3. Come prepared to learn 

4. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself 

5. No teasing, bullying, and put downs 

 

  



PreCalculus Honors Syllabus 2015-2016  Page 2 of 2 

 

Extra Help 

 I will be available during scheduled office hours for help.  Please see me before or after class if 

you cannot attend scheduled office hours.  I will make every reasonable attempt to get some time with 

you.  I expect that you would do the same for me.   

 

Homework 

Daily homework will be due at the beginning of each class period.  The homework header shall 

be formatted as follows: 

 

Page Number, Problems:    Name: 

Date:       Period: 

Show all work required to obtain the answer.  Never give me answers only.  If you use a 

calculator, include the sketch of the graph you used, the program you used, etc.  Graphs and sketches are 

to be done neatly, using a straight edge.  Place a box around each answer.  Leave 3 lines after each 

problem for notes/corrections.  Expect 30 -50 minutes of daily homework.  You should plan as part of 

your homework to preview and review sections in our text so that our time in class is more productive. 

Homework assignments will be scored on a 3 point system.  Late homework will be recorded at 

zero credit. 

 3 points = correct format; all problems are complete and correct 

 2 points = mostly correct format; one or more problems are incomplete or not corrected. 

 1 point = mostly correct format; several problems are incomplete or not corrected. 

 

Assessments, Projects and Grading 

The PreCalculus quarter grade will be weighted as follows and will be updated online: 

Homework/Classwork/Participation:    10% 

Quizzes/Unit Tests:      90% 

 

The PreCalculus semester grade will be determined as follows and will be updated online: 

Semester Work as Noted Above  80% 

Semester Exam:    20% 

 

Late projects will receive zero credit. 

Grades will be assigned as follows: 

90% - 100% A 80% - 89.9% B 70% - 79.9% C 60% - 69.9% D 

Below 60% F 

 

TA’s will be required to attend a minimum of 70% to receive a D grade. 

 

 

Success 

I want each student to have a successful year in PreCalculus.  I will do all I can to teach, 

encourage and assist you in your learning of mathematics.  However, your success is directly proportional 

to the effort you put into this class.  Use this class only for mathematics and not to finish other 

coursework or to socialize.  Please take advantage of all the help you can, from myself, your parents, 

other classmates, study groups, study session, tutors, etc.  Make every effort to do the best you can! 


